[Experience of 10 years with the surgical treatment of lung cancer in elderly patients].
The surgical treatment of lung cancer in elderly patients is correlated with a lot of complications that in most cases are cardiopulmonary type; for this reason, in past times these patients were left out of the surgical treatment. Today, the progress of surgical, diagnostic and anesthetic techniques permit to execute pulmonary resections in patients older than 70 years too. The aim of this study is to evaluate postoperative complications and long-term and long-term survival in patients under and over the age 70. Between January 1990 and June 2000 we have assessed 172 patients with lung neoplasm. We have divided patients in two groups: those younger than 70 years of age (group 1, n = 119) and those older than 70 years of age (group 2, n = 53). Postoperative mortality for group 2 was 7.5% and for group 5.1%. The overall postoperative complication rate for group 2 was 30.2% and for group 1 10.9%. Within group 1 main complications have been of surgical type (61.5%) while in group 2 medical type (cardiopulmonary), with higher frequency in patients ASA 3 or ASA 4. The mortality at 12 months for non-neoplastic causes was 10.2% for group 2 and 2.5% for group 1. On the contrary, the mortality at 12 months for neoplastic causes was 8.2% for group 2 and 6.7% for group 1. We haven't noticed an important correlation between the extension of the resection and the recurrence of disease. The survival at 3 years was 46.5% for group 1 and 41% for group 2 and associated with neoplastic causes.